BACK FROM THE BRINK RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MADISON 

We are asking for your support of a Madison Back from the Brink Resolution that calls for nuclear disarmament and city divestment in the nuclear weapons industry. 
 
THE BACK FROM THE BRINK CAMPAIGN
The UN passed a Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty in July of 2017. It is likely that at least 50 states will ratify the Treaty and it will become international law within the next several years. The 9 nuclear states that did not sign the Treaty will come under pressure to disarm.

In September 2017, the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) and Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) organized the Back from the Brink campaign in support of the UN Treaty.  The campaign has slowly been gaining momentum. It calls on the US to:
· Embrace the 2017 United Nations Nuclear Weapon Ban Treaty by actively pursuing a verifiable agreement with other nuclear-armed states to eliminate nuclear arsenals, 
· End the president's sole, unchecked authority to launch a (preemptive) nuclear attack,
· Renounce the option of using nuclear weapons first,
· Take U.S. nuclear weapons off hair-trigger alert, and 
· Cancel the plan to replace the entire U.S. arsenal with enhanced weapons. http://www.preventnuclearwar.org	 

The US Conference of Mayors endorsed a Back from the Brink Resolution incorporating these recommendations in June 2018; Madison’s former Mayor Soglin was one of its sponsors. In the last 2 years, over 30 cities, including Baltimore, MD, Ithaca, NY, Salt Lake City, UT, Los Angeles, CA. and the states of California and Oregon have passed Back From the Brink resolutions. http://www.preventnuclearwar.org	

NUCLEAR FREE CONTRACTS AND INVESTMENTS
A number of cities around the country have also passed resolutions that commit them to nuclear weapons-free contracts and investments including Takoma Park, MD, Oakland, CA, Arcata, CA, Cambridge, MA, Ojai, CA and Northampton, MA.  

WHAT MADISON CAN DO
In 1983, the Madison City Council passed an ordinance declaring the city a “nuclear free zone”.  We are asking our City Council members (Alders) to pass a nuclear disarmament resolution which builds on this ordinance and endorses the Back from the Brink goals. It also commits the city to nuclear weapons-free contracts and investments. Our City already has a socially responsible investment policy in place; it no longer invests in fossil fuel companies. We are asking the City do the same regarding nuclear weapons production.

Some say nuclear disarmament is an issue that should be taken up with our Senators and Representatives rather than our City Council members. But national policy has local consequences. Plans are underway to expand the Truax Air Force base in Madison and bring in F-35 fighter jets designed to carry B61 nuclear bombs. If nuclear capable F-35’s were stationed here, Wisconsin’s Air National Guard would be involved in targeting other communities with nuclear bombs. And Truax itself would become a nuclear target, since it is the nuclear weapon delivery vehicles and their bases which are targeted, not the warheads. https://vtdigger.org/2019/04/23/rosanne-greco-f-35-nuclear-capability/. 

In the event of a nuclear-armed F-35 crash, Madison could be exposed to air, ground and water contamination with plutonium, even if a nuclear chain reaction did not take place. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1966_Palomares_B-52_crash 

Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) Wisconsin
4513 Vernon Blvd., Ste. 106, Madison, WI 53705
608-232-9945   info@psrwisconsin.org
www.preventnuclearwar.org/  www.psr.org/issues/nuclear-weapons-abolition/

[bookmark: _GoBack]2019/7/16 rpa

BACK FROV THE BRINK RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MADISON

b ooy

R ket T 20171ty o e e i ity T

Iy S 1 koo o St ) Pyt oS Ryl (1S o
o LN Sy T o s o b o i
frreererivy

- e 2017 e S e Ty iy i s
R e et o b oy i el i,
TS e o e
BRI T T TS ot vepons s st

e U Contrec v e s Bck v e B Rl o o i
e o s e by 0 S
B . 3 S 7.2 AR X s s i o gt e pd
ek o o ok . . s

A meerafcas o B oy At e o et b o s
e R Bl EX e B St S AT

s b e oy g e ] o W
o S S

P —
st e
e e e T L

T L L e T

1t cvnof s cramed .35 e, Maon e eposed . o v cmmsio i,
o ke . et

BV S o e 1S
ST mtprecomiirs
B A e ——



